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To 


St.  Louis. 


Dear  Sirs: 


Referring  to  circular  letter  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Exposition  Company,  dated  November  18th,  1902,  we  hereby  subscribe  for 
. Souvenir  Gold  Dollars,  at  three  dollars  each. 


DAVID  R.  FRANCIS,  President. 


WM.  H.  THOMPSON.  Treasurer. 


WALTER  B.  STEVENS.  Secretary. 


WORLD’S  FAIR,  ST.  LOUIS 

1904 

LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION 


COMMITTEE  <ON  SOUVENIR  GOLD  DOLLARS. 

J.  C.  Van  Blarcom.  Chairman. 

W.  H.  Lee.  C.  H.  Huttig. 

Walker  Hill.  Festus  J.  Wade. 


St.  Louis,  U.  S.  A.,  November  ism,  1902 


SIR: 

TIIE  LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION  COMPANY  OFFERS  FOR  SALE, 
AT  THE  PRICE  OF  THREE  DOLLARS  (§3.00)  EACH,  .TO, OOP  SOITVEXIR  GOLD 
DOLLARS,  FOR  WHICH  SUBSCRIPTIONS  WILL  BE  RECEIVED  BY  THE  UNDER¬ 
SIGNED  UP  TO  DECEMBER  15m.  1902,  WHEN  THE  COINS  WILL  BE  READY  FOR 
DELIVERY. 

THESE  COINS  ARE  TO  BE  ISSUED  BY  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 
UNDER  AUTHORITY  OF  AN  ACT  OF  CONGRESS,  APPROVED  JUNE  28m,  1902. 
THE  ISSUE  IS  LIMITED  TO  8250,000,  OF  WHICH  8125,000  WILL  BEAR  THE  HEAD 
OF  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  AND  8125,000  THE  HEAD  OF  WILLIAM  MoKINLEY. 

THE  HEAD  AND  THE  WORDS  “UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA”  WILL  APPEAR 
ON  ONE  SIDE  OF  THE  SOUVENIR  COIN;  ON  THE  OTHER  SIDE  WILL  APPEAR 
“ONE  DOLLAR,"  TIIE  TWO  DATES,  “  1803-1903, M  AND  THE  WORDS  “LOUISIANA 
PURCHASE  EXPOSITION”  AROUND  THE  WORDS  “ONE  DOLLAR,"  IN  PLACE  OF 
THE  WREATH. 

SOME  ESTIMATE  OF  THE  VALUE  OF  THIS  SMALL  ISSUE  OF  SOUVENIR 
LEGAL  TENDER  GOLD  DOLLARS  CAN  BE  MADE  FROM  TnE  PRESENT  VALUE 
OF  THE  ORDINARY  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  DOLLARS,  OF  WHICH  THERE  WERE 
COINED  10,499,337  BETWEEN  THE  YEARS  1849  AND  1890.  NOW  SELLING  FOR 
82.00  EACH. 


I 


THE  EXPOSITION  COMPANY  IIAS  DECIDED  TO  OFFER  50,000  OF  TIIE  NEW 
ISSUE  FOR  SALE  (25,000  WITH  THE  JEFFERSON  HEAD,  AND  25,000  WITH  THE 
MoKINLEY  HEAD)  AT  83.00  EACH. 

NO  COINS  OF  THIS  ISSUE  WILL  BE  PLACED  UPON  SALE  AT 

A  LOWER  FIGURK.  you  WILL  FIND  SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK  HEREIN,  WHICH 
PLEASE  FILL  OUT  FOR  THE  AMOUNT  DESIRED,  AND  FORWARD  TO  ONE  OF 
THE  UNDERSIGNED. 

VERY  RESPECTFULLY, 


^ 


1904 

OFFICE  (SF'JitfcSECRETARY 

SI.  Louis.  U.  S  R 
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H.  tc  H.  CHAPMAN, 

1348  Pine  Str. , 

Philadelphia,  Pa. , 
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LOUISIANA  PURCHASE 

EXPOSITION 

1904  -ST.  LOUIS.  U.  S.  A.-1904. 

$3.1)0 -SOUVENIR  COLD  DOLLAR -$3.00 
JEFFERSON— McKINLEY. 

(Two  Types.) 


An  official  souvenir  issued  by  the  Gov' 
eminent  under  a  special  act  of 
Congress,  and  limited  to 
125,000  of  each 
type. 


“A  Gem  oi  Numismatic  Excellence.” 


The  purchaser  of  this  coin  enjoys  a  guar¬ 
antee  and  price  protection  that 
has  never  been  given  with 
a  souvenir  coin. 


NONE  WILL  BE  SOLD  LOR  LESS  THIN  THREE  DOLLARS. 


[Prom  the  Numismatist,  Nov.,  1903.] 


Louisiana  Purchase  Gold  Dollar. 

[By  Farran  Zerbe.] 


FINEST  EXAMPLE  OF  MODERN  COINAGE  ART. 


“The  late  coins  issued  from  the  United  States  Mint 
at  Philadelphia  to  commemorate  the  Louisiana  Pur¬ 
chase  Exposition  and  known  as  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
Gold  Dollar  have  been  pronounced  by  numismatists 
the  finest  examples  of  modern  coining  art.  This  coin¬ 
age,  which  will  live  as  a  metallic  memorial  of  the  great 
World's  Fair  of  1904,  was  provided  for  by  a  specific 
Act  of  Congress,  which  also  limits  their  issue  to 
250,000  pieces.  The  entire  coinage  will  be  delivered 
direct  to  the  Exposition  Company  and  will  represent 
a  part  of  the  Government's  general  appropriation  of 
$5,000,000  for  the  Exposition. 

These  specially  designed  coins  are  of  two  types: 
two  obverses  having  the  same  reverse;  125,000  bear  an 
excellent  likeness  of  Thomas  Jefferson— the  Govern¬ 
ment  father  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase.  Tnis  portrait 
of  Jefferson,  which  is  pronounced  the  best  known, 
was  taken  from  one  of  the  medals  in  the  Mint  cabinet, 
the  original  of  which  was  engraved  by  John  neieh, 
who,  for  some  years  during  the  Jefferson  period,  was 
connected  with  the  Mint.  The  other  125,000  present 
the  profile  of  William  McKinley,  the  Government  father 
of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition.  The  McKinley 
portrait  was  also  taken  from  a  Mint  cabinet  medal, 
for  which  the  late  president  gave  special  sittings  to 


Mint  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber,  and  which  is  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  late  president's  friends  his  best  portrait. 

Surrounding  these  profile  portraits  is  the  inscription: 
United  States  of  America.  The  reverse  is  inscribed: 
Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  |  St.  Louis  |  which  sur¬ 
rounds  One  |  Dollar  |  1803  |  1903  and  a  small  olive 
branch,  emblematic  of  peace. 

Gold  dollars  were  first  issued  in  1S49  and  coined 
every  year  until  discontinued  in  1SS9.  During  these 
forty  years  over  nineteen  million  pieces  passed  to  cir¬ 
culation,  and,  though  it  is  less  than  fifteen  years  since 
they  ceased  to  be  coined,  all  have  disappeared  from 
circulation.  In  fact  this  type  of  coin  is  a  curiosity  to 
many  and  the  most  common  dates  command  $2  each 
from  coin  dealers  and  the  rarest,  1875,  is  in  demand  at 
prices  approaching  $G0. 

The  general  interest  that  is  to  be  found  for  the 
regular  issue  prompted  the  Exposition  Company  to 
adopt  the  gold  dollar  for  its  commemorative  coinage; 
and  the  prices  the  regular  issue  commands,  consider¬ 
ing  the  large  number  that  were  coined,  led  to  placing 
the  price  of  $3  on  the  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar. 
In  an  official  circular  it  is  stated:  "No  coins  of  this 
issue  will  be  placed  upon  sale  at  a  lower  figure." 
Most  all  who  will  find  an  interest  in  preserving  this 
coin,  which  may  be  called  a  gem,  will  want  both  types 
and  in  this  respect  only  125,000  purchasers  can  be  ac¬ 
commodated. 

The  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar  is  the  fourth 
child  in  the  numismatic  family  of  United  States  com¬ 
memorative  issues;  it  is  the  diminutive  member  of 
that  family  but  the  most  artistic  and  powerful,  as  it 
is  the  finest  example  of  designing,  engraving  and 
stamping  and  is  of  gold.  The  older  members  of  the 
family  are  less  fine  and  all  in  the  baser  metal,  silver. 

Justice  to  its  artistic  merits  cannot  be  given  in  an 
illustration.  The  excellent  portraiture  that  has  been 
reproduced  within  the  diameter  of  half  an  inch,  is 
indicative  of  our  country's  progress  and  leadership  In 
the  art  of  die  engraving  and  metal  stamping." 


The  numismatic  collector  and  the  preservers  of  his¬ 
toric  souvenirs  will  want  both  types  of  this  coin  as 
minted. 


That  these  diminutive  gems  of  numismatic  excel¬ 
lence  may  be  appreciated  by  all,  they  are  furnished 
in  neat  gold  mounts  in  various  forms  for  personal 
adornment,  including:  charm,  bangle,  stick  pin  and 
brooch  pin;  in  the  latter  form,  one,  two  and  three 
coins  are  mounted.  These  mounts  arc  furnished,  with¬ 
out  additional  cost,  to  the  purchasers  of  the  coin. 


VARIOUS  FORMS  AND  TYPES. 

Unmounted,  Jefferson  Portrait. .  .$3.00 


Unmounted,  McKinley  Portrait..  3.00 

Charm,  Jefferson  Portrait .  3.00 

Charm,  McKinley  Portrait .  3.00 

Bangle,  Jefferson  Portrait .  3.00 

Bangle,  McKinley  Portrait .  3.00 

Stick  Pin.  Jefferson  Portrait .  3.00 

Stick  Pin.  McKinley  Portrait -  3.00 

Brooch  Pin,  Jefferson  Portrait...  3.00 
Brooch  Pin,  McKinley  Portrait..  3.00 

Brooch  Pin,  both  types .  6.00 

Brooch  Pin,  three  coins .  9  00 


The  issue  is  limited  and  the  demand  indicates  it 
will  be  exhausted.  Those  wishing  to  preserve  both 
types  should  obtain  them  while  they  are  available. 


In  ordering  designate  form  of  mount  and  type  of 


coin,  and  address: 


LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION, 
SOUVENIR  COIN  DEPARTMENT, 
ST.  LOUIS,  U.  S.  A. 


Administration  Building. 


LOUISIANA  SOUVENIR  GOLD  DOLLAR 


IN  GOLD  MOUNTINGS. 


GOVERNMENT  LEGAL  TENDER. 


Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition. 

DAVID  R.  FRANCIS.  President. 

WM.  II.  THOMPSON.  WALTER  B.  STEVENS. 

Treasurer.  _  Secretary. 

Committee  on  Souvenir  Gold  Dollars. 

J.  C.  VAN  BLARCOM,  Chairman, 

President  Saint  Louis  Clearing  House. 

W.  H.  LEE.  President  Merchants-Laciede  Nat.  Bank 
WALKER  IIILL,  President  American  Exchange  Bank. 
C.  PL  HUTTIG,  President  Third  National  Bank. 
FESTUS  J.  WADE,  President  Mercantile  Trust  Co. 


The  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  Louisiana  Gold 
Dollar  will  be  directly  employed  for  general  Exposition 
purposes  and  the  purchaser  and  those  assisting  in  its 
sale,  not  only  evince  a  patriotism  worthy  of  the  grand 
commemorating  event  of  one  of  this  country’s  most 
notable  epochs,  but  will  be  direct  contributors  to  what 
is  now.  in  its  approaching  stages  of  completion,  more 
than  a  promise — the  greatest  of  World's  Fairs. 


“Coins  are  the  breviaries  of  antiquity,  the  torch 
light  of  history;  the  supplements  of  the  old  vacillating 
and  darkening  faith,  the  fabulem  of  reading.  The 
papyraceous  sea  has  its  ebb  and  flow;  all  do  not  break 
through  by  force  nor  do  all  written  pages  go  forth  to 
immortality.  The  coin  alone  scorns  the  power  of  death, 
glorying  in  a  metallic  eternity.” 


“The  Louisiana  Gold  Dollar  is  not  only  a  superlative 
souvenir:  it  is  an  historic  memento  of  an  unexcelled 
commemoration;  a  monument  to  medalistic  art;  a  keep¬ 
sake  to  be  prized;  a  gift  to  be  appreciated.” 


For  sale  by  the  leading  Financial  Institutions,  Numis¬ 
matists  and  Jewelers  of  the  world.  In  ordering,  specify 
type. 

LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION, 
SOUVENIR  COIN  DEPARTMENT, 
ST.  LOUIS,  U.  S.  A. 


Administration  Building. 


LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION. 


Committee  on  Souvenir  Gold  Dollars. 
ST..  LOUIS,  U.  S.  A. 
1904. 


LOUISIANA  PURCHASE  EXPOSITION, 

SAINT  LOUIS, 


SOUVENIR  COIN  DEPARTMENT. 


U.  S.  A 


